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Revision Checklist – Paper 3A (Comparative Politics – USA) 
Section A: Government of the USA 

 
Topic Notes J K L 

Chapter 1: US Constitution and federalism 
13.1 Nature of the constitution     
13.2 The constitutional framework     
13.3 The amendment process     
13.4 Evaluation of the constitution     
13.5 Federalism     
13.6 Debates surrounding the constitution and federalism     

Chapter 2: US Congress 
14.1 The structure of Congress     
14.2 Congressional powers     
14.3 Representative function     
14.4 Legislative function     
14.5 Oversight function     
14.6 Debates surrounding Congress     

Chapter 3: US Presidency 
15.1 Formal sources of presidential power     
15.2 Informal sources of presidential power     
15.3 Executive Office of the President     
15.4 Limits on the President’s power     
15.5 Foreign Policy     
15.6 Debates surrounding the President     

Chapter 4: US Supreme Court and civil rights 
16.1 Nature and role of the Supreme Court     
16.2 The appointment process for the Supreme Court     
16.3 The Supreme Court and public policy     
16.4 Protection of civil rights     
16.5 Constitutional protection of civil rights     
16.6 Race rights     
16.7 Debates surrounding the Supreme Court and rights     
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Revision Checklist – Paper 3A (Comparative Politics – USA) 
Section B: Politics of the USA & Comparative Politics 

 
Topic Notes J K L 

Chapter 5: US Democracy and participation 
17.1 Presidential elections     
17.2 Factors affecting electoral outcomes     
17.3 Campaign finance     
17.4 Voting behaviour     
17.5 The Democratic Party     
17.6 The Republican Party     
17.7 Third parties     
17.8 Pluralism in the USA     
17.9 Funding & PACs     
17.13 Debates surrounding US democracy and participation     

Chapter 6: Comparative theories 
18.1 Rational, cultural and structural theory     
18.2 UK vs US Constitution     
18.3 Parliament vs Congress     
18.4 Prime Minister vs President     
18.5 UK vs US Supreme Court and civil rights     
18.6 UK vs US democracy and participation     

 
 
  


